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MEMOIRS OF A SOLDIER

Year of the Locust: A Soldier’s

Diary and the Erasure of Palestine’s

Ottoman Past, by Salim Tamari.

Berkeley: University of California Press,

2011. x þ 160 pages. Notes to p. 185.

Index to p. 201. $35.00 cloth.

Reviewed by Rochelle Davis

In 1915, Ihsan Turjman, then only
a twenty-three-year-old conscript in the
Ottoman army, landed a boring desk job
in his hometown, Jerusalem. Able to
avoid being sent to the front, he began
writing his diary with an entry contem-
plating the fate of Palestine as World War
I raged. The story of how this anonymous
diary made it to English-language book-
shelves almost a century later, under the
diarist’s real name, is a credit to the care-
ful sleuthing of Salim Tamari, who trans-
lated the diary and appended a long and
invaluable introductory essay, illustrated
with unique archival photographs.
Though the introductory essay will bene-
fit from closer copyediting in a subse-
quent printing, the value and significance
of the volume to scholars and students of
the late Ottoman period and early Pales-
tinian national history is without
question.

Reading Turjman’s diary brings both
real pleasure and a dull ache. The read-
er’s pleasure derives from the voyeuristic
peering into a young man’s innermost
thoughts, and eavesdropping on his
internal monologue. The writing is com-
pelling and engaging, thanks to Tamari’s
artful, smooth translation, which, along
with his detailed introduction and notes,
provides the context for the events that
take place in the diary. Turjman wrote
with passion about the futility of the
war, his belief in humanity and the

common man, his beloved Suraya, and
the deeply felt trivialities of youth,
such as the disappearance of tobacco
due to the war or his delight in white
leather shoes, despite the military
regulations against them. The ache
comes from Turjman’s vivid descriptions
of how war ravaged the country and
destroyed lives, both civilian and
soldier. As you realize that his diary
ends in 1916 and his life shortly thereaf-
ter, the ache for what might have been
grows—the senseless loss of a creative,
interesting, and modern young man.
What might Turjman have become, as
a person, as a Jerusalemite, and as
a Palestinian?

Tamari’s introductory essay, entitled
‘‘The Erasure of Ottoman Palestine,’’
makes up the first half of the book. He
examines the World War I diaries of three
Ottoman soldiers, Turjman (a private),
Lieutenant Aref Shehadeh (known as Aref
al-Aref), and Mehmet Fasih of Mersin, all
born around 1893 and conscripted in
1914. Tamari analyzes the crucial issues
faced by soldiers during this transitional
moment at what turned out to be the
end of the empire. In particular he ela-
borates on these individuals’ reactions
to the changing nature of the Ottoman
state and how these three soldiers come
to understand and act upon ‘‘the
inability of Ottoman constitutional
reform to create a multi-ethnic domain
in which Syria (including Palestine)
would become an integral part of the
empire’’ (p. 1). The loyalty of Shehadeh
and Fasih to a reformed Ottoman sensi-
bility was overtaken in Shehadeh’s case
during his years in a Siberian prison
camp and the rise of Arab nationalist
groups. Through his innovative read-
ings and explications, Tamari reveals
the many positions on Ottomanism and
nationalism, and the hoped-for out-
comes among Palestinian and Syrian
intellectuals during the war—outcomes
that included a confederation with
Egypt engineered by the British, a new
and inclusive Ottoman state, and Arab
independence.

Rochelle Davis is an associate professor at
Georgetown University and author of Palesti-
nian Village Histories: Geographies of the
Displaced.
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More specifically, Tamari focuses on
how the ‘‘subjective experience of war’’ is
articulated in ‘‘the search for a national
and personal identity and the internali-
zation of modernist sensibilities’’ (p. 85).
Turjman was a student of Khalil al-
Sakakini (b. 1878, d. 1953) and shared
his teacher’s humanistic view that envi-
sioned a world beyond religious identity,
state power, and authority. On the pros-
pect of being sent to the front to fight in
September of 1915, Turjman writes, ‘‘And
why should I go? To fight for my country?
I am Ottoman by name only, for my
country is the whole of humanity’’
(p. 133). Tamari details Turjman’s close
following of current events—his anti-
Ottomanism is expressed through his
criticism of the profligate lives of Otto-
man officers in the face of the starving
population, as well as his despair after
death sentences are pronounced for
twenty-one Arab activists and intellectuals
in 1915 (hanged publicly in 1916). Fol-
lowing the news of Sherif Hussein’s fight
against the Ottomans in the Hijaz in July
1916 and of British military victories
over the Ottomans, Turjman’s youthful
spirit and naı̈veté courses and infuses
his discussions of politics, war, and
nationalism, as well as his own fate and
future.

Turjman expresses modern views and
concerns that might surprise today’s
readers. Tamari brings some of these to
the reader’s attention and elaborates on
new notions of modernity in this transi-
tional moment. In particular, he high-
lights the shifting methods of keeping
time and recording dates (Turjman uses
all three simultaneously—Hijri, Ottoman,
and Western), Turjman’s embrace of bio-
medicine, and his disdain for authority
but deep regard for honor and the obli-
gation to protect the weak. He espouses
views on women that advocate for
greater freedoms and especially educa-
tion, mirroring Qasim Amin’s famous
1899 text, The Liberation of Women
[Tahrir al-Mar’a]. Tamari addresses
these incidents from Turjman’s text and
deftly weaves a contextual history of lives
away from the front lines of World War I.
The resulting essay, ‘‘The Erasure of
Ottoman Palestine,’’ offers a vivid,
fleshed-out portrait of Ottoman Palestine,
the very Ottoman Palestine that was to
disappear.

TEACHING PALESTINE

The Politics of Teaching Palestine to

Americans: Addressing Pedagogical

Strategies, by Marcy Jane Knopf-

Newman. New York: Palgrave Macmillan,

2011. xxvi þ 196 pages. Notes to p. 235.

Bibliography to p. 247. Index to p. 265.

$85.00 cloth.

Reviewed by Matthew Abraham

The Politics of Teaching Palestine to
Americans: Addressing Pedagogical
Strategies provides an in-depth explora-
tion of how and why U.S. citizens heavily
identify with Israel and disidentify with
the Palestinians. In looking to provide
teachers with pedagogical strategies to
defeat Zionism’s erasure of Palestinian
history, Newman is clearly guided by the
writings of the late historian Howard
Zinn and the Brazilian liberation theol-
ogy pedagogue, Paulo Freire. Newman’s
goal is to provide high-school teachers
with pedagogical strategies to address the
huge gap in their students’ education
about the United States’ complicity in
enforcing Palestinian oppression and to
situate the effects of American foreign
policy in relation to the rest of the world.
In this effort, she is seeking to locate
points of commonality between the
Palestinian struggle and other First
Nation liberation struggles.

Using her personal experiences of
being raised in a liberal, middle-class,
secular, Zionist-Jewish home and attend-
ing a Hebrew school in Los Angeles,
Newman shows her readers how she
came to understand—and to eventually
reject—the set of mythologies undergird-
ing and sustaining Zionism. Newman’s
book then traces a history of self-
transformation, while also pointing
others toward a path of enlightenment.
In tracing her decision to leave her ten-
ured teaching position at a college in

Matthew Abraham is an associate professor of
writing, rhetoric, and discourse at DePaul
University in Chicago. His writings on Edward
Said and the questions of Palestine have
appeared in Cultural Critique, Arab Studies
Quarterly, Logos: A Journal of Modern Society
and Culture, and South Atlantic Quarterly.
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Idaho to live in Palestine, Newman notes
that it is to American high-school stu-
dents that her efforts are addressed, as
she believes that high-school students are
at a stage in their cognitive development
where they can still be taught critical
thinking skills, enabling them to resist
Zionist propaganda. Newman seeks to
understand how U.S. citizens have come
to understand the Israel-Palestine conflict
and to address specific ways Zionist
myths about the conflict can be counter-
acted through the teaching of literature
and films that humanize the Palestinian
people.

Chapter 1 of the book, ‘‘On American
Zionist Education,’’ provides cogent cri-
tiques of Helen Fine’s Behold, the Land:
A Social Studies Text on the State of
Israel and Chaya Burstein’s Our Land of
Israel, two key Zionist educational texts.

Chapter 2, ‘‘Separate and Unequal: On
Coexistence,’’ examines how the rhetoric
of coexistence advanced by groups such
as Seeds of Peace, which seeks to recon-
cile Israelis and Palestinians, inevitably
slides toward framing reconciliatory
efforts within a Zionist narrative, requir-
ing Palestinians to understand the per-
spectives and concerns of Israelis and not
vice versa. Newman criticizes Ronit Avni
and Julia Bacha’s film Encounter Point
and Paul Smaczny’s Knowledge Is the
Beginning for presenting ‘‘a pretense of
two ‘equal’ sides sharing their stories’’ (p.
89). Newman is critical of Daniel Bare-
nboim’s efforts with the West-Eastern
Divan Orchestra, as they are portrayed in
Smaczny’s film, arguing that Barenboim
appears ‘‘deceptive’’ as he wishes to make
Israelis more ‘‘acceptable’’ to Palestinians,
instead of addressing Palestinian suffer-
ing and loss in the Nakba. Shapiro, Gold-
berg, and Bolado’s Promises narrates
Palestinian Nakba histories in ways
Encounter Point and Knowledge is the
Beginning do not.

Chapter 3, ‘‘Narrating the Nakba,
Teaching Palestine,’’ provides a number
of analyses of novels and films that can
be used to teach the history of Palestinian
suffering to American students. Newman
demonstrates how Susan Abulhawa’s
novel Morning in Jenin, Ghassan Kanfa-
ni’s novella Returning to Haifa, Mai
Masri’s documentary Frontiers of Dreams
and Fears, and Maryse Gargrour’s docu-
mentary The Land Speaks Arabic can be

used to teach American students Nakba
history. Teachers can supplement these
texts with Illan Pappé’s The Ethnic
Cleansing of Palestine, Walid Khalidi’s
All That Remains and Before Their Dias-
pora, Sami Hadawi’s Bitter Harvest, and
Nur Mashala’s Expulsion of the
Palestinians.

Finally, chapter 4, ‘‘Hip-Hop Educa-
tion and Global Solidarity,’’ places the
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
(BDS) movement in a larger framework
of liberatory struggle for people of color,
drawing connections between Hurricane
Katrina victims and Nakba victims. As
Newman states, ‘‘While there may not yet
be a Voices of a People’s History of
Palestine, there are numerous texts one
may use to create that perspective in the
classroom’’ (p. 104). The Politics of
Teaching Palestine in America puts us
on the right path toward producing such
a people’s history, providing readers with
a rich resource for teaching future gen-
erations of students about how to intel-
lectually resist erasing the dispossession,
exile, and loss associated with 1948
Palestine.

GLOBAL ACTIVISM

Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions: The
Global Struggle for Palestinian Rights,
by Omar Barghouti. Chicago: Haymarket
Books, 2011. 225 pages. Appendices to p.
262. Bibliography and index to p. 312.
$16.00 paper.

Reviewed by Noura Erakat

In his book, Boycott, Divestment, Sanc-
tions: The Global Struggle for Palesti-
nian Rights, Omar Barghouti discusses
the international civil society campaign
called for by Palestinians that has steadily
captured the imagination of social justice
activists and earned the ire of ardent
establishment representatives. Published
in 2011, ten years after the launch of the
first U.S.-based divestment campaign and
six years since the Palestinian civil society

Noura Erakat is a human rights attorney and
activist. She is currently the Abraham L.
Freedman Teaching Fellow at Temple Univer-
sity, Beasley School of Law.
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call for boycott, divestment, and sanc-
tions (BDS) (www.bdsmovement.net/
call), Barghouti’s manuscript traces the
development of the international move-
ment, the internal struggles that have
been fought within it, and the compelling
reasons why everyone who supports
Palestinian self-determination should join
its fold.

Barghouti, an independent Palestinian
activist and dance choreographer, is
a founding committee member of the
Palestinian Campaign for the Academic
and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI),
the body that spearheaded the interna-
tional call for BDS. He organically
emerged from an activist base and
a Palestinian community as a leader of
this global movement. His familiarity with
the BDS movement’s internal struggles,
as well as its steady and often controver-
sial development, evidences Barghouti’s
role as a participant-leader. It is the sin-
cerity of this work and its true embodi-
ment of a scholar-activist’s praxis that
makes it so worthwhile.

The book’s sixteen chapters illustrate
a movement in progress. They include
public responses to institutions like the
American Association of University Pro-
fessors. It also includes three collabora-
tive essays or letters written in
partnership with other leaders of PACBI:
Lisa Taraki, Haidar Eid, and Jacqueline
Sfeir. Two of the chapters are previously
published interviews with Barghouti and
at least two other chapters grapple with
specific case studies. The appendices
constitute approximately one-tenth of the
book and reflect the movement’s guide-
lines and written products.

Together these essays, letters, inter-
views, and appendices serve as an intro-
duction to, and an argument for, BDS.
They reveal the difficult and strategic
considerations facing BDS activists, as
well as the thoughtfulness with which
those challenges are overcome. Again
and again the reader is reminded that
while BDS may be a tactic, it is not
a stunt. It reflects thoroughly deliberated
principles and is constructed to ensure
sustainability. This book is the first to be
written about BDS, thus filling a gaping
literary hole of this emerging genre.
Despite the movement’s mounting signif-
icance and growth for over a decade,

only a handful of articles had hitherto
attempted to study its normative content
and utility. Since the book’s publication,
Verso has published The Case for Sanc-
tions, a collection of essays in support of
BDS. While the available literature is
substantive, it is quantitatively meager
and stands to benefit from more
contributions.

The discussion about BDS is poten-
tially multidimensional. It includes his-
torical observations about the sites in
which BDS campaigns are being waged
and touches upon the schisms within
political spaces that simultaneously sup-
port Palestinian self-determination and
disagree about its meaning. The BDS
movement illustrates the evolving nature
of global solidarity in a world dominated
by a single superpower. It also implicates
the role, reach, and limits of human
rights in a post–World War II order. In
his work, Barghouti attempts to cover as
much of this landscape as possible. While
he does a tremendous job, his greatest
contribution is his argument for a rights-
based movement as a necessary response
to the racially exclusionary ideology of
Israeli-Zionism.

Barghouti proffers that while Palesti-
nian rights are inalienable and Israeli
ones are acquired, both sets of rights
stem from the same spring of interna-
tional law and justice is served when the
law treats them with equality (p. 51). The
BDS movement thus shifts the discourse
beyond state-centric considerations and
constructs new and imaginative ways of
conceptualizing Palestinian self-
determination. Barghouti explains that
BDS is a rights-based approach to the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict that articulates
the Palestinian condition as a humanitar-
ian one and defines justice for Palestine
as the remedial treatment of injustice to
the persons comprising the Palestinian
national body, severally and together.
Rooted in international law and human
rights norms, BDS is a nonviolent tactic
with maximalist aims. It seeks to achieve
the revolutionary dismantlement of vis-
ceral and structural violence by the
incremental attainment, and, ultimately,
the full enjoyment, of rights.

However, the book is not just a dis-
cussion of BDS; it is also an honest and
unabashed critique of the political
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ideology that has engendered the dispos-
session and displacement of Palestinians
and that fuels ongoing colonial expan-
sion upon Palestinian lands. Zionism, in
its practical application in Mandate
Palestine, is conditioned upon the
mutual exclusion of the Palestinian peo-
ple. Barghouti accordingly argues that
the struggle is for ‘‘equal humanity’’
among Jewish Israelis and Palestinians
irrespective of Palestinian national inde-
pendence (p. 60).

BDS is thus a revival of a discourse
that once framed the conflict in those
terms before it was sterilized and man-
aged by the dictates of the Oslo peace
process. In 1991, in an effort to build on
the achievements of Oslo, the UN Gen-
eral Assembly repealed the 1975 resolu-
tion declaring ‘‘Zionism is racism.’’ In
2001, after nearly a decade of Oslo’s fail-
ures and a year into the second Palesti-
nian intifada, civil society organizations
converged upon the UN World Confer-
ence against Racism in Durban. There,
they resuscitated the language of the
1975 resolution and declared that Zion-
ism is racism and that Israel is an apart-
heid state. Still, BDS did not gain
significant momentum until years later.

Barghouti argues that until the
2008/09 winter onslaught of Gaza, state
and nonstate stakeholders had felt that
constructive engagement sufficed to
resolve the Israel-Palestinian conflict.
However, Israel’s pounding of Gaza and
the use of indiscriminate and wanton
force evidenced a rejection of Palestinian
humanity and the earliest indices of
a genocidal campaign to remove them
completely. Barghouti writes,

Israel is no longer ‘‘just’’ guilty of occupation,

colonization, and apartheid against the people of

Palestine . . . . It has embarked on what seems to

be its final effort to literally disappear the ‘‘Pales-

tinian problem.’’ And it is doing so with utter

impunity. The world cannot continue to watch.

Thus BDS. Thus now. (p. 47)

Indeed, Barghouti’s treatise serves as an
urgent and compelling call to join the
movement. While its rich discussions may
make it less useful as a primer for those
unfamiliar with the campaign, the book is
a powerful rejoinder to BDS’s critics and
the perfect antidote to allies still ‘‘stuck
on the fence.’’

MEMOIR AS PEDAGOGY

The General’s Son: Journey of an

Israeli in Palestine, by Miko Peled.

Charlottesville: Just World Books, 2012.

223 pages. $20.00 paper.

Reviewed by Anna Bernard

In the last decade, memoir has become
an increasingly important means of
representing the Israeli-Palestinian crisis
to international audiences. Amos Oz’s
2002 memoir, A Tale of Love and Dark-
ness, has been translated into twenty lan-
guages at the time of writing, while the
Palestinian memoir in English, a form of
testimony, as well as art has become
a genre unto itself. Raja Shehadeh’s
works are perhaps its best known exam-
ples, but personal accounts by Mourid
Barghouti, Ghada Karmi, Jean Said Mak-
disi, Suad Amiry, Ramzy Baroud, Sari
Nusseibeh, and Izzeldin Abuelaish have
also been widely released and reviewed.
To this body of work, we might add the
memoir of conversion from Zionist
believer to anti-Zionist activist by Israeli
and Jewish authors. Miko Peled’s
thoughtful and engaging personal narra-
tive is an important instance of this
emerging category, which also includes
the British activist Antony Lerman’s The
Making and Unmaking of a Zionist
(Pluto 2012), and it is a welcome addi-
tion to the autobiographical literature.

Like the other memoirs mentioned,
The General’s Son combines pedagogical
intent with a human-interest narrative. It
assumes relatively little prior knowledge
on the part of the reader—terms like
‘‘kibbutz’’ and ‘‘fedayeen’’ come with
footnotes—and it interweaves Peled’s
own story with some of the major events
of twentieth-century Israeli and Palesti-
nian history. If Peled seems more preoc-
cupied than most with the relation of the
personal to the national, it is perhaps
because the book’s private and public
histories are especially difficult to sepa-
rate. The general of the title is Miko

Anna Bernard teaches English and compara-
tive literature at King’s College London. She
works on literary and cultural representations
of Israel/Palestine in international contexts.
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Peled’s father, General Mattiyahu (Matti)
Peled (1923–95), who fought with the
Palmach and rose up the ranks of the
Israeli military to become a member of
the IDF’s general staff during the June
1967 war. However, this is not the story
of a son turning against his father, as the
title might seem to suggest, but rather
the continuation and expansion of the
father’s legacy. Matti Peled retired from
the military in 1968 and embarked on
a second career as a founding member of
the Department of Arabic Literature at
Tel Aviv University. He became a vocal
opponent of the occupation and devel-
oped personal relationships with many
Palestinians, earning him the name, his
son reports, of Abu Salaam.

Miko Peled, born in 1961 and based in
the United States since 1987, presents his
father’s story as one worthy of recounting
to an English-language audience in its
own right. Yet the general’s story also
serves as a preface to Peled’s own narra-
tive, which relates his training with the
Israeli Special Forces, his emigration
from Israel, his participation in U.S.-
based dialogue groups, his increasing
involvement with humanitarian activism
and nonviolent protest in the West Bank,
and his eventual renunciation of Zionism
in favor of the struggle for a single demo-
cratic state. The book contains a foreword
by Alice Walker and an endorsement from
Walid Khalidi (a friend of Matti Peled’s),
which mark its explicit links with interna-
tional solidarity efforts, as well as the
Palestinian national movement.

The General’s Son begins with the
death of Miko Peled’s thirteen-year-old
niece, Smadar, in a 1997 suicide attack
on Ben Yehuda Street in Jerusalem (also
commemorated in Simone Bitton’s 2000
film The Bombing). Peled identifies this
tragedy as his moment of political awak-
ening: the conflict becomes ‘‘deeply per-
sonal,’’ and he is ‘‘no longer content to
sit still’’ (p. 107). The rest of the book is
narrated chronologically: the first third
covers his father’s story and the rest
describes Peled’s own journey. This
structure allows for a nuanced represen-
tation of the passage from an identitarian
sense of belonging to a principled politi-
cal stance. Peled’s conversion is paral-
leled with his father’s. At the end of the
memoir we learn, with Peled, that his
father left the military after the Israeli

leadership ignored his report of an IDF
massacre of civilians in Rafah in 1967: it
was at this point that Matti Peled became
an early advocate of a two-state solution.
Forty years later, this revelation helps to
persuade his son Miko of the more chal-
lenging position that ‘‘there was no
point, indeed no future, in dividing the
people and the land’’ (p. 212).

It is fitting, then, that in the final
pages of the book Peled’s story gives way
to those of the Palestinians he meets—
Nader Elbanna, Jamal Mansur, Bassam
Aramin, Abu Ali Shahin—who are pre-
sented as everyday heroes and agents of
their own lives. The liberal notion of cul-
tural ‘‘dialogue’’ that dominates the ear-
lier sections of the book shifts to an
emphasis on political justice, which
includes the Palestinian right of return
(p. 218). This shift reflects Peled’s own
progression toward a more radical form
of commitment and offers it as a worthy
model for his readers.

THEORIZING PALESTINIAN

DECOLONIZATION

The Palestine Nakba: Decolonising
History, Narrating the Subaltern,
Reclaiming Memory, by Nur Masalha.
London: Zed Books, 2012. 257 pages.
Bibliography to p. 278. Index to p. 288.
$34.95 paper.

Reviewed by Steven Salaita

Nur Masalha has spent many years as one
of the foremost analysts/historians of
modern Palestine. His hallmark method-
ology is the amalgamation of historical
rigor with material analysis and commit-
ment to the human and international
rights of the Palestinian people. Masalha
is not what those ensconced in university
offices like to call an ‘‘objective’’ scholar,
but one with a distinct point of view he
does not endeavor to hide. That point of
view is carefully backed by considerable
evidence and sharp, intelligent analysis.
Masalha’s engagement with his subject

Steven Salaita is an associate professor of
English at Virginia Tech. His latest book is
Israel’s Dead Soul.
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matter is one of the most exciting fea-
tures of his work.

The Palestine Nakba follows in this
tradition, exhibiting Masalha’s typical
clear-sightedness and superior organiza-
tion of facts. The book is both synthesis
and historiography, underlain by a sharp
analysis of Israeli misdeeds and Palesti-
nian discourses of nationhood. He does
not mince words: ‘‘Much of the Palestinian
material culture, landscape, toponymy and
geography, which had survived the Latin
Crusades, were obliterated by the Israeli
state’’ (p. 2). The suggestion, supported
by many pages of argument, is clear: Israel
has been a more destructive force in Pales-
tine than even the notorious Crusades.

The major contribution of The Pales-
tine Nakba is Masalha’s use of extant
scholarship to produce an original and
complex theory of Palestinian decoloni-
zation. Masalha organizes his condemna-
tion of Israel around a heterogeneous
methodology, combining ‘‘reference to
a wide range of historical sources with
the study of knowledge and power; his-
toriography and popular memory
accounts; oral, subaltern and resistance
narratives; indigenous, counter-
hegemonic, post-colonial and decoloniz-
ing methodologies’’ (p. 9). While this
range of approaches might appear
exceedingly ambitious, Masalha organizes
them into a coherent critique of Palesti-
nian decolonization.

This critique encompasses the totality
of Palestinian dispossession, but focuses
on the 1948 Nakba as the crucial moment
of modern Palestinian history. Within this
excellent critique is an especially valuable
analysis of naming and renaming as
modes of colonial control. Masalha
examines the ‘‘Hebrewization’’ of Arabic
place-names and the expropriation of
indigenous spaces into the identity of
modern Israeli society, lending it an air
of antiquity and historical possession
through the very process by which it
separates Israeli society from its ‘‘primi-
tive’’ neighbors by deploying the major
tropes of modernity. In the case of Israel,
Masalha argues, the move toward moder-
nity necessitates the appropriation of
a reinvented antiquity. Thus we can see
settlements based on the functionality of
American planned communities but
designed in such a way as to recall the
romantic agrarian structure of village life.

This move to appropriate Palestine
while cleansing it from modern con-
sciousness is evident in places of wor-
ship. Masalha observes that an
‘‘important tool of the Israeli coloniza-
tion project has been the consecration of
Muslim shrines—shrines which had never
been part of the Jewish tradition—as
Jewish shrines’’ (p. 113). These moves
aren’t always straightforward, Masalha
illustrates. The medieval city of Asqalan,
named al-Majdal by its Arab residents,
was depopulated and named Migdal-Ad
by the new Israeli settlers, who eventu-
ally circumvented the long non-Jewish
history of the town by christening it Ash-
kelon. ‘‘Since then,’’ Masalha notes, ‘‘it
has been kept as a purely Jewish city’’ (p.
116). Yet its Palestinian history, as
throughout the Holy Land in general, is
impossible to fully suppress.

Another interesting element of the
book is Masalha’s analysis of memory and
oral history. Despite the best-laid plans
(fantasies, really) of the Israeli architects
of 1948, the memories of villages and
communities survive with no indication
of abating anytime soon. Masalha
explains, ‘‘The depopulated and
destroyed villages and towns were often
kept alive by passing place names down
through generations of Palestinian family
members. Inside Israel, those internally
displaced refugees regrouped in different
localities to create new definitions of
kinship structures’’ (p. 207). The long
history of Palestinian decolonization,
then, has been built into the basic struc-
tures of everyday culture: something as
innocuous as passing along a traditional
place-name that has been erased or
Hebrewized by Israel provides the
groundwork for a resistance rooted in
lived experience. Palestinians resist
merely by communicating.

This seemingly simplistic but pro-
found observation accounts for the gen-
eral tenor of Masalha’s book. He moves
beyond the truism that 1948 will always
remain a part of Palestinian conscious-
ness, exploring instead the meanings of
1948 as both symbol and event, assessing
the many ways that the attempted era-
sure of Palestinian nationalism and peo-
plehood has failed. Masalha’s
methodology might best be described as
interdisciplinary, as he draws from
numerous theoretical and empirical
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traditions. The writing is clear and the
analysis sharp. The Palestine Nakba is
appropriate for those who want to learn
more about modern Palestinian history,
as well as those who possess advanced
knowledge of the Middle East.

GENDER AND CITIZENSHIP

Women in Israel: Race, Gender and
Citizenship, by Nahla Abdo. London:
Zed Books, 2011. ix þ 203 pages. Refer-
ences to p. 218. Index to p. 227. $125.95
cloth, $34.95 paper.

Reviewed by Leena Dallasheh

In recent years, analysts across the politi-
cal spectrum have observed the growing
hostility of Israeli policymakers and legis-
lators to the Palestinians citizens of the
state. This minority, which until now has
received little attention in English-
language academic circles, has taken cen-
ter stage in an exciting wave of scholarly
works that explore various aspects of
Palestinian life in Israel such as Rhoda
Kanaaneh and Isis Nusair’s edited vol-
ume, Displaced at Home: Ethnicity and
Gender Among Palestinians in Israel,
and Ilan Pappé’s The Forgotten Palesti-
nians: A History of the Palestinians in
Israel. Nahla Abdo’s new book, which
examines the place of the Palestinian
minority through a gender and compara-
tive lens, offers a welcome addition to
this literature. It contributes to a gen-
dered and historically grounded under-
standing of Palestinian citizenship in
Israel, and highlights women’s lived
experiences, as well as the discrimination
leveled against them. In doing so, the book
joins academic and activist works seeking
to advance equal citizenship in Israel.

A self-defined Arab feminist activist,
Abdo draws on her work with various
women’s and civil society groups in
Palestine-Israel that are struggling for
women’s and civil rights (p. vii). Building
on earlier works, she makes a compelling
case for using settler-colonialism as
a frame of analysis both for the pre-state

Zionist movement in Palestine and its
post-state policies toward Palestinians
and Mizrahi Jews after 1948. But unlike
others who have examined the conse-
quences of land expropriation on Palesti-
nian society, Abdo is particularly
interested in its long-term ramifications
on Palestinian women. She argues that in
this settler-colonial state, it is land poli-
cies that differentiate the marginalized:
while Mizrahi women are marginalized
and racialized, it is the Palestinians who
lost an ‘‘integral part of their indigenous
identity’’ in the Israeli exclusionary pro-
cess that led to the loss of most of their
lands, leaving them with only 2.5% of the
land (pp. 43, 103).

At the center of her argument, Abdo
insists on the importance of historicizing
Palestinian women’s citizenship in Israel.
Critiquing existing literature for the
undue weight accorded to culture in
explanations of Palestinian marginaliza-
tion (particularly explanations that rely
on patriarchy, family, and religion), she
stresses the structural and institutional
forces that have limited women’s rights
and citizenship. In doing so, Abdo argues
for a consideration of ‘‘economic citizen-
ship,’’ which can ‘‘open a wider space for
challenging the present and envisioning
the future without existing forms of
oppression’’ (p. 19).

One of the book’s strengths is its deep
and extensive engagement with the
scholarship on citizenship, particularly
Israeli citizenship, as well as Israeli femi-
nist writings. Abdo critiques Israeli (and
Palestinian) ethnocentric approaches to
explaining the inequalities in Israeli citi-
zenship, asserting that such an approach
‘‘overemphasizes demography’’ at the
expense of geography (p. 18). She saves
her strongest criticism, however, for
a particular group of Ashkenazi feminist
writers whose analysis she criticizes as
Orientalist and ahistorical, and whose
approaches to citizenship, she argues,
reinforce Israeli attempts to segment
Palestinians into Muslims, Druze, Chris-
tians, and Bedouins (pp. 56, 79). Instead,
Abdo stresses that women’s citizenship
should be understood as gendered and
classed and calls for an analysis of Israeli
policies as racializing and ethnicizing.

After laying the theoretical grounds for
her argument, Abdo presents a brief his-
torical description of Palestinian and
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Mizrahi women’s encounters with colo-
nial and settler-colonial forces and how
that shaped their citizenship and current
economic and educational situation.
While adequately contextualizing her his-
torical actors and emphasizing the
importance of historicizing citizenship,
her discussion points to the need for
Middle East historians to write in-depth
histories of Palestinian and Mizrahi
women. Abdo then delves into the eco-
nomic and educational marginalization of
women. Through an extensive qualitative
and quantitative discussion of this mar-
ginalization, the book presents significant
shortcomings of Israeli citizenship for
Israel’s Palestinian population and
demonstrates the structural and institu-
tional mechanisms that have privileged
Ashkenazi men and women over Mizrahi
Jews and Palestinian Arabs, respectively.

Given the theoretical intervention she
seeks to make, I would have liked the
author to clearly define some of the basic
concepts she employs, such as ‘‘ethniciz-
ing’’ and ‘‘racializing,’’ as well as her
notions of citizenship. Finally, while the
comparative approach that engages Miz-
rahi women is compelling, Abdo does
not adequately explain it. At times this
makes the discussion cumbersome.
Women in Israel is a good source for
those seeking to gain a deeper under-
standing of the position of Palestinian
women in Israel, though subject-matter
specialists will find it more accessible
than general readers.

ZIONISM AND ITS AFTERMATH

Might Over Right: How the Zionists
Took Over Palestine, by Adel Safty.
Reading: Garnet Publishing, 2009. xx þ
293 pages. Index to p. 300. $49.95 cloth,
$29.99 paper.

Reviewed by Michael Fischbach

Ever since the work of Israel’s New His-
torians emerged in the 1980s, the
English-reading world has been able to

access a different narrative—different that
is, from the traditionally dominant
Zionist-Israeli narrative—of how Palestine
was transformed from an overwhelmingly
Arab region of the Ottoman Empire to an
overwhelmingly Jewish country known as
Israel in just over fifty years’ time. Work-
ing extensively with primary sources,
these historians, and others, have
detailed meticulously how this transfor-
mation occurred, and shed light on its
enormously deleterious impact on the
indigenous Palestinian communities that
were dispossessed. Except for ideological
zealots and Nakba deniers, this new his-
torical narrative (although it was not new
to Palestinians) has gained wide accep-
tance in scholarly and even popular cir-
cles ever since.

This fact makes Adel Safty’s Might
Over Right a curious addition to the lit-
erature. While often engaging, Safty’s
book breaks no new ground. It essen-
tially offers an impassioned distillation of
this new history of the Zionist program in
Palestine and the Arab-Israeli conflict that
is based largely on secondary source
material. While general readers might
find in the book a useful, if polemical,
argument, specialists will be well familiar
with most of what Safty has to say, and
will find fault with his methodology, as
well as some of his assertions. All
considered, then, Safty has produced
a study that unfortunately offers little to
the existing canon of scholarly Nakba
history.

Safty, who is not an historian but
rather holds a PhD in political science
from the University of Paris, sets out in
Might Over Right to demonstrate that the
Palestinians’ dispossession in 1948 was
not an unfortunate by-product of Zion-
ism, but rather that the Zionists’ grand
plan for transforming Palestine into
a Jewish state was designed and imple-
mented with the full knowledge that it
would trample on the rights of Palestine’s
Arab inhabitants. The book begins with
the origins of Zionism in nineteenth-
century Europe and proceeds from there
to discuss the Arab-Israeli conflict all the
way to the first years of the twenty-first
century. Safty’s most detailed treatment,
however—fourteen of the book’s sixteen
chapters, in fact—is of the years leading
up to the 1947–49 war and the war’s
immediate aftermath. Here he describes
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the various Zionist machinations to cre-
ate, in Palestine, a country that was, to
quote Zionist leader Chaim Weizmann,
‘‘as Jewish as England is English.’’ He
explores the years of the British Mandate
in great detail, and quotes from a number
of the various British and international
investigative commissions that looked
into the question of Palestine during that
time period. Safty’s discussion of the
decades after 1948 trails off rather
precipitously in the book’s last two
chapters. He does not offer a conclusion,
although the book does end with an
epilogue.

To his credit, Safty has distilled a num-
ber of useful facts and quotations, mostly
from secondary sources, in service to his
central argument. Generalists who can
digest all of this might come away with
some helpful new understandings of the
Zionist-Palestinian conflict. Seasoned
scholars and more discerning readers,
however, have read all this before, and
are unlikely to find much new here.
Moreover, some problems emerge. While
admittedly focused on the success of the
Zionist project, the book omits an in-
depth depiction of Palestinian resistance
to Zionism. That over the decades the
Zionists have proven to be the overall
winners in the conflict, and the Palesti-
nians the overall losers, is not in doubt
here. Yet the conflict’s history is much
more complex and nuanced than merely
the unfettered triumph of Zionism over
Palestinian weakness. At each stage in its
growth, Zionism faced resistance from
Palestine’s Arabs, the Arabs of the wider
Middle East, and on occasion, from the
Great Powers, including the British. This
resistance impacted both Jews and Arabs
in quite significant ways, yet is largely
absent from Safty’s analysis.

The book is additionally beset by sev-
eral methodological problems that
detract from its usefulness to historians.
The book is largely based on secondary
sources. Even when he does refer to pri-
mary sources, Safty sometimes cites
references that are found in secondary
sources, instead of consulting the origi-
nal works themselves. In the cases of
famous books by authors like Leo Pinsker
and Theodor Herzl, or of documents like
the minutes of United Nations meetings
or United States diplomatic records in
the published Foreign Relations of the

United States, it would have been quite
easy to locate and cite directly from these
original sources (see, for example, p. 19,
f.n. 3 and 6, and p. 173, f.n. 27 and 31).
Safty also does no service to his argu-
ment by citing some particularly dubious
secondary sources (on p. xx, f.n. 3):
articles published in The Journal of
Historical Review and The Barnes
Review, two publications that have been
criticized for trying to lend ‘‘scholarly’’
credence to Holocaust deniers and anti-
Semites.

Certain errors also detract from the
book. Mistakes and typographical errors
creep into the best of our works, but
some of those found in Safty’s book lead
one to wonder about just how solid his
understanding of the events he describes
really is. British Prime Minister David
Lloyd George’s last name was Lloyd
George, not ‘‘George’’ (p. 74). There was
no ‘‘American Jewish Conference’’ that
endorsed the 1942 Biltmore platform,
although both the American Jewish Com-
mittee and the American Jewish Congress
did exist. Yosef Weitz, an official of the
Jewish National Fund, was not ‘‘the
administrator responsible for Jewish col-
onization’’ (p. 179), as if just one such
position existed within the intricate lay-
ers of the various Zionist bureaucracies.
Recent scholarship, including by Palesti-
nians, has generally concluded that the
death toll in the infamous 1948 massacre
at Dayr Yasin was somewhere around
one hundred, not the 250 that Safty
mentions on the basis of the original
report made by a Red Cross observer in
1948 (p. 188). Twice within two pages he
describes events in the central year of
1948 as having occurred in 1947 (pp. 182
and 183). A final example is that Iraq’s
Jewish community stood at some 130,000
persons, not 13,000, in 1950, and the
question of whether or not it was Israeli
agents who planted the bombs that
scared many of them into emigrating is
a plausible but still unproven assertion
(p. 231).

All considered, the book’s forceful
presentation of how Palestinians have
suffered from Zionist machinations over
the past one and a quarter century may
appeal to certain partisans of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, but it offers little that is
new and is beset by problems that limit
its value to scholars.
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AN IMPASSIONED ACCOUNT

The Punishment of Gaza, by Gideon
Levy. Brooklyn: Verso Books, 2010.
xii þ145 pages. $15.95 paper.

Reviewed by Edward Sayre

When I last had the chance to visit Gaza,
I was foolishly caught in one of the peri-
odic waves of optimism that inflict some
students of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
It was early in 2006 and I made plans to
visit the West Bank and Gaza later that
summer. As it turned out, my timing was
as bad as my hopes had been foolish. I
arrived just days after the siege of Gaza
began, cutting off Gaza from the world—
the beginning of what Gideon Levy aptly
calls ‘‘the punishment of Gaza.’’ In Levy’s
account, the beginning of the siege
started with the mythical de-occupation
of Gaza in 2005. Instead of being the end
of the occupation, the removal of settlers
from Gaza led to a different phase of the
occupation. Instead of being an occupa-
tion from within, it became an occupa-
tion from without. Levy never believed
that the occupation ended, since he, as
a clear-eyed correspondent for Ha’Aretz,
had seen too many false promises.

Levy takes the reader to the period
from 2006 to 2009 to reflect on the
events that culminated in Operation Cast
Lead, during which over 1,300 Palesti-
nians in Gaza were killed by Israeli forces
during the winter of 2008/09. While it is
impossible to say exactly what the moti-
vation for this war on Gaza was (Bring an
end to Qassam attacks? Weaken support
for Hamas?), the reason for Israel’s tim-
ing is all too clear. Israel had just lost its
‘‘best friend,’’ U.S. president George W.
Bush and the man replacing him in the
White House, President Barack Obama,
was not likely to accommodate Israel’s
every demand. In the chapter entitled
‘‘Obama Should Not Be Israel’s Friend,’’
Levy defines what ‘‘friendship’’ means in
this context: ‘‘When we say that someone is
a ‘friend of Israel,’ we mean a friend of the
occupation’’ (p. 72). So while the world’s
attention was turned toward the inaugura-
tion of the first black U.S. president, Israel
took its opportunity to punish Gaza.

Levy describes in painful detail what
this punishment entailed, providing
a day-by-day account of the horrors of
Operation Cast Lead. Levy’s voice is that
of the passionate critic horrified by the
atrocities being committed by his own
country. Through articulate accounts of
the raw data that depict the sheer volume
of the carnage, Levy leaves the reader
gasping. But because numbers never tell
the full story, Levy’s most powerful chap-
ters are those that give accounts of indi-
vidual loss and suffering: the stories of
children left without fathers, of the hus-
band who lost his newly wedded wife, of
the family that saw siblings killed in sep-
arate attacks. Through first-hand inter-
views and the incisive pen of the author,
the reader is left nearly as grief-ridden as
the author is by the horrors of war.

Levy’s tone throughout is powerful,
thoughtful, and confidential. It reads
much like a diary, with each entry dated
and the chapters arranged chronologi-
cally. Since the chapters are taken from
his Ha’Aretz column ‘‘The Twilight
Zone,’’ this is the logical arrangement.
However, this style also helps tell the
story of the pain that was suffered by
Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank as
it unfolded in front of Levy’s eyes.

The most passionate chapters are
those targeting Israeli public figures.
Politicians (all the major parties were
complicit in the war), jurists who did not
condemn the actions, and artists who
promoted Israeli war propaganda all
receive equal condemnation. While the
empathy that Levy feels for those in Gaza
is real, he also expresses frustration and
sadness for what the war has done to
Israel and Israelis. In his concluding
chapter, ‘‘Another Wonderful Summer,’’
Levy details how the separation wall and
the disproportionate loss experienced by
Palestinians have affected the Israeli peo-
ple. Essentially, the occupation has
become a non-issue for most Israelis.
He concludes, ‘‘The Israelis don’t pay any
price for the injustice of the occupation,
so the occupation will never end’’
(p. 145).

This last message may be the most
important. As long as the world con-
tinues to let Israel commit atrocities
without any political or economic reper-
cussions, we are all complicit. The Pales-
tinians have been silenced through the
siege and the wall, but what is keeping
everyone else quiet?
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